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From an Old Photograph at Elkhart, Indiana 


The wives of three ministers posed for this picture which was repro- 


duced from an undated photograph. 


Mrs. J. S. Coffman, Mrs. J. S. Lehman. 


Left to right: Mrs. 


Samuel Yoder 





A History of the Spring 
Valley Congregation 
Kenmare, North 


Dakota 


Epwarp L. 


KAUFFMAN 


Before 1870 there was not much settle 
ment in what is now North Dakota be 
cause the Indians were warlike and trans- 
portation was poor. In 1870 railroads 
were built across the fertile Red River 
Valley. Stories about the wonderful 
wheat crops in North Dakota made their 
way back east. Soon after immigrants 
began arriving from many European 
countries, mainly from northern [Europe 
countries. In 1881 the Northern Paci‘tc 
Railroad reached the Montana border and 
in 1887 the Great Northern reached as far 
westward as Minot. The disappearance of 
the Indians and the opening of transpor 
tation with the accompanying 
ganda by the railroad companies and op 
portunity for homesteading brought many 
immigrants from other states as well as 
from Europe. 

Perhaps it cannot be determined when 
the first Mennonite family moved to 


propa 


North Dakota. (There is a record of 
Amish families in Rollette County in 
1894.) The obituary of John J. Kauffman 
in the Herald of Truth (Nov. 25, 1905 
states that he moved to North Dakota 
in 1889. This, however, is a typographical 
error and should have been 1899. One of 
the first Mennonite families to locate in 
North Dakota was Daniel B. Kauffman, 
son of John J. Kauffman mentioned 
above, who with his wife made the 1200- 
mile trip from Cass County, Missouri, 
to Kenmare, North Dakota, with team 
and wagon in the summer of 1889. 

Daniel Kauffman staked a homestead 
on the quarter section of land southwest 
of where the church building was later 
located. This location was seven miles 
south of Kenmare which at that time was 
in its beginning. To the east of Kauff 
man’s homestead about four miles was a 
railroad station which at that time was 
called Galva. The first correspondence 
in the //erald of Truth from this com- 
munity is addressed from here.! 

Other families soon followed the Daniel 
Kauffman family. In the winter of 1899- 
1900 John J. Kauffmans moved here from 
Cass County, Missouri, and Lew Morn- 
ingstar and family from Indiana. Gideon 
Sharp and Menno B. Detwiler with their 


families arrived. in the following spring 
from Cass County, Missouri. 

There were no Sunday school or church 
services until in the summer of 190] 
when a union Sunday school was started. 
These services were held in a_ school- 
house. Occasional preaching services were 
held with Methodist, Evangelical, Luther 
an, and Mennonite taking 
charge. 


ministers 


The first communion service for Men- 
nonite members was held in the spring 
of 1902 with Bro. J. J. Hartzler from 
Garden City, Missouri, officiating. Eleven 
members took part in this first service. 

In 1903 Bro. David D. Zook of New- 
ton, Kansas, held a series of evangelistic 
meetings and six more members were 
added by baptism to the group. Members 
were later added by letter so that by the 
spring of 1905 there 
members. 

The first correspondence from the 
group at Kenmare which I was able to 
nd was in the //erald of Truth, Feb. 26, 
1903. 


were twenty-five 


Gatva, N. Dax.—We as a little broth- 
erhood are located a few miles South of 
Kenmare along the Soo railroad. We 
have good soil and cheap fuel. We invite 
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those anticipating a change in their loca- 
tion to come and see us before locating. 
We would be glad to have any of our 
ministers, passing through the state, to 
visit us. We are but few members and 
seldom hear the gospel preached. Asking 
an interest in your prayers, 
I remain your brother in the faith, 


D. B. Kauffman. 


Another settlement of Mennonites was 
forming near Minot, North Dakota. This 
location is also designated as Surrey. 
Minot is located about 50 miles southeast 
of Kenmare. The Mennonite settlers here 
were largely from the Big Valley in 
Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. They came 
in a group and brought their minister 
with them. From the Herald of Truth I 
quote the following :* 


ALLENSVILLE, PA.—As about twenty or 
more of our members will move to Sur- 
rey, North Dakota, in the near future, 
we believe it has been wisely decided to 
hold communion services on March 15th, 
and with the help of God to ordain a 
minister from among the colony who 
contemplate moving to that place. By the 
kind providence of God they expect to 
hold church services, Sunday School and 
Bible meetings regularly every Sunday 
as soon as they arrive at their destination. 
May the grace and richest blessings of 
God rest and abide forever on the new 
church. Cor. 


Bro. Isaac Mast was the minister who 
was ordained. He was the first minister 
of the Mennonite church to settle in North 
Dakota. He ministered to the group at 
Surrey and made a monthly appointment 
at Kenmare until a minister was ordained 
at that place. In October, 1904, Bro. J. 
M. Hartzler was ordained to the ministry 
to assist Bro. Mast. 

On October 4, 1904, Bro. Daniel b. 
Kauffman was ordained to the ministry 
at Kenmare and Bro. Amos C. Ogburn 
was ordained to the office of deacon.4 
Bro. Sam Lapp of South English, lowa, 
officiated in these ordinations. At this 
time it was also decided to erect a church 


building. Upon their organization both 
congregations were admitted into the 
Missouri-lowa Conference District. 


The charter members of the Spring 
Valley Congregation (Kenmare) were: 


Ogburn, Amos C. 
Ogburn, Lydia 
Ogburn, Charles 
Ogburn, Anna 
Ogburn, Ottis 
Renno, Samuel G. 
Sharp, Gideon 


Detwiler, Sadie 
Kauffman, D. B. 
Kaufiman, Mattie 
Kauffman, John J. 
Kauffman, Martha 
Kauffman, Alpha 
Kauffman, Joseph 
Kauffman, Willie Sharp, Salina 
Morningstar, Lew M. Sharp, Nettie 
Morningstar, Fannie Sharp, Elmer 
Morningstar, Arthur Wenger, Chris 
Miller, Fannie Weaver, Jerry 
Weaver, Alice 


The building which was begun in the 
fall of 1904 was completed in the spring of 


1905. A correspondence note in the Her- 
ald of Truth® reads as follows: 


Bapen, N. Dax., April 30, 1905 —We 
have our new meeting house completed 
and held the first services Saturday eve- 
ning, March 17 and on Sunday, March 
18, held a Sunday School Conference. 
On the 26 of March we organized our 
Sunday School, also young people’s meet- 
ing. On Sunday, April 2, we held our 
first Sunday School. Alpha Kauffman. 


In 1908 Bro. I. S. Mast of Surrey was 
ordained to the office of bishop to serve 
the two congregations. In a Gospel Her- 
ald editorial appears the following note :& 


BisHop Orpainev—Bro. I. S. 
Surrey, North Dakota, was ordained 
bishop on June 21. Bishop Daniel Kauff- 
man of Versailles, Mo., officiating. He is 
the first and only bishop in the state and 
will serve the congregations in that vi- 
cinity. The prayers of the people are with 
the brother in his high and responsible 
position.* 


Mast of 


3ro. I. S. Mast served as the only 
bishop in the Dakota district until the 
ordination of Bro. Eli G. Hochstetler at 
Wolford, North Dakota, in 1926. Until 
he moved from the district in 1941 he 
served diligently and gave unstintingly 
of his service in spite of many privations. 

Bro. D. B. Kauffman served as the only 
minister until in 1912 when Bro. Levi .\. 
Kauffman moved from Fairview, Michi- 
gan. Levi A. Kauffman helped in the 
ministry here until in 1916 at which time 
he moved to Coalridge, Montana. 

In 1919 D. B. Kauffman moved to Hub- 
bard, Oregon, and the congregation was 
without a resident minister for two years. 
On October 30, 1921, Bro. Joseph L. Leh- 
man was ordained to this office and 
served in this capacity for seven years. 
On October 10, 1928, Bro. Lehman met 
with an accident which resulted in his 
death and the small flock was again with- 
out a shepherd. 

On April 14, 1929, Bro Archie Kauff- 
man was ordained to the ministry an: 
served in that capacity until the fall of 
1937 when he moved to Molalla, Oregon. 
sy this time the membership was quite 
small and no minister was ordained after 
this time. 

Bro. Amos C. Ogburn moved to West- 
over, Maryland, in 1916 and no other 
deacon was ordained until in 1926 when 
Bro. Levi C. Kauffman was called to that 
office. Bro. Levi C. Kauffman moved 
away in 1939 at which time only two 
members were left. 

While the congregation existed it was 
active and aggressive. It supported the 
work of the church and its various in- 
stitutions. For a number of years the 
congregation formed a numbér of acres as 
a “God's acre” project. This was in the 
years of drouth and depression and was 
not greatly successful from a_ financial 
standpoint. It is certain that the same 
amount of time and effort in the nineteen 
forties would have yielded thousands of 
dollars. 

By October 1, 1939, there were only 


two members remaining in the com- 


munity, Bro. and Sister W. E. Harris. In 
1941 they moved to Michigan. And so 
the community that saw the first Men- 
nonite family arrive in 1899 saw the last 
Mennonite family leave in 1941. The 
church building was sold and moved 
away. It is no longer used for religious 
services. There remains a cemetery which 
contains a score or more of tombstones 
and some unmarked graves. 

The community is more sparsely set- 
tled now than formerly. Land has gone 
into the hands of a few and is being 
farmed on a larger scale. 

The Spring Valley congregation has 
not died out. It has only dispersed. To- 
day it lives in the hearts and lives of 
many people throughout the United States 
—in Oregon, Idaho, Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, North Da- 
kota, Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Missouri, and 
other places. Those who moved away did 
not forsake their greater loyalty. They 
Were cautious in choosing only locations 
where they and their families could have 
church privileges and where they could 
have opportunities to witness for the Lord. 
Heaven alone can reveal the eternal values 
which have resulted from the work of 
the faithful ones who labored during these 
forty-two years in this community where 
the Spring Valley Church once stood. 

In the very hour in which I finish this 
paper (May 12, 1949) begins the funeral 
service of one of the charter members of 
the congregations, Salina Sharp Hartzler, 
at Fairview, Michigan. Of the twenty- 
live charter members at least thirteen are 
yet living. 


' Herald of Truth, Feb. 26, 1903, p. OX. 

- Herald of Truth, March 19, 1903, p. 
92. 
3 Bro. Mast was the first minister of 
the (Old) Mennonite Church to settle 
in North Dakota. The Amish were set- 
tling in Rollette County and quite probably 
may have had a minister before this time. 

* There is some question as to the exact 
date of the ordination but safely within the 
period of October 4-6. 

® Herald of Truth, May 11, 1905, p. 149. 

6 Gospel Herald, July 4, 1908, p. 216. 

7An Amish bishop is referred to in 
Ilerald of Truth, Sept. 24, 1903, p. 300. 


Family Histories 


One of the latest family histories to 
come to our attention is that of the 
Albrecht genealogy. According to Mrs. 
Henry C. Albrecht of Ohio, Illinois, the 
new Albrecht book is nearly complete 
and is due to go to the printers soon. It 
will contain pictures and is to be indexed. 
The estimated cost is around $2.00. 

x OK O* 

The Historical Library at Scottdale 
has many valuable genealogies. Yet here 
and there we learn of new or revised 
genealogies of Mennonite families. Read- 
ers of the BULLETIN will render a worth- 
while service by letting us know of such 
works and passing copies on to the Scott- 
dale library. . 
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Another Landmark 


NoAH BONTRAGER 


I am very much impressed with a land- 
mark near Jet, Oklahoma, where there 
are only a few gravestones marking the 
place where lie my companion and two 
children, with about ten others. These 
compose the landmark of the Milan Valley 
Church. Then one wonders if the short 
life of that church has made the right 
landmark for the people of that com- 
munity to follow. 

I think the church at Milafi Valley was 
at one time a real lighthouse to guide 
souls to Christ. When that part of Okla- 
homa first opened on the 16th day of 
September, 1893, my brother Chris with 
two or three of his friends went into the 
race, each of them to take a farm. Then 
about one and a half years after that my 
father went down from Kansas and 
bought one of these young men out. This 
young man had built a sod shanty about 
12x16 and a dugout, one half in the 
ground and the other half out of ground 
about 12x 14. My father gave $150.00 for 
100 acres. I well remember the first 
church services we had were in this 
dugout. About the year 1895 there were 
four families there with ten or eleven 
children. Then Bro. S. C. Miller from 
West Liberty Church near Windom, 
Kansas, came there zand held the first 
services. I don’t remember just how many 
services we did have in this dugout, but 
quite a number, because | remember 
Father made some benches to sit on be- 
cause we had not enough chairs to seat 
all of us, probably for six or eight months. 

We had revival meetings in our school- 
house with J. Mi. R. Weaver as evan- 
gelist. That was when I accepted Christ 
as my Saviour. Then others kept moving 
in until we needed more room; after that 
we built a small church 
southeast corner of 


house on the 
l‘ather’s farm. 

Bro. Miller used to drive down from his 
home in McPherson County, Nansas, to 
Milan Valley with a pair of dun ponies, 
a distance of about 150 miles. Then for 
quite some time he drove a pair of black 
ponies. So the church grew, with Bro. 
Miller as our bishop for about tive years, 
with visiting ministers from other places 
as Newton, Peabody, and Harper, Kansas, 


coming in and preaching for us. Then 
Bro. Philip Zimmerman was ordained 
deacon in about the year 1901. .\bout 


this time Bro. Tobias Hershberger (aged 
deacon) and family moved in from Ten 
nessee. Then in the summer of 1902 we 
ordained two ministers — Bro. Simon 
Hershberger (son of the aged deacon) 
and Bro. George Landis, who had moved 
in from Kansas with a large family. 
This church was then too small and so 
we built a larger one just a half mile 
north from the little church on Bro. N. E. 
Miller’s farm. This was about 1908 (see 
picture). Bro. J. \l. R. Weaver preached 
the dedication for the new church. We 
had revival meetings by Bro. Jacob 


Winey, Bro. Reuben Weaver, and Bro. 
J. E. Hartzler. By this time there were 
some over sixty members there with 
19 or 20 young folks and about 15 or 18 
children, just a good prospect for a good 
church. In about 1909 or 1910 we had 
the Kansas-Nebraska conference at Milan 
Valley. We had S.S. conferences, singing 
schools, Y.P.B.M., and plenty of activities. 
But in spite of all that, there is only a 
landmark left. I am not blaming any 
certain one or any certain group for this, 
because it may be one of God’s mysterious 
ways His wonders to perform. I think 
of Bro. Simon as a good example for be- 
ing the last one to leave that community. 
I am very glad that the church build- 
ing is still in use by the brotherhood in 
Hutchinson, Kansas. It was moved up 
there in 1941, 
lkhart, Indiana 
(Edited by N. P. Springer) 


History of the the Bethel 
Church, Cass County, 
Missouri 


In the year 1860, the Solomon Yoder 
family of Ohio moved to Cass County, 
Missouri, locating south of East Lynne. 
Kighteen months later the family returned 
to Ohio, the father having enlisted in the 
army. C. P. Yoder, a brother of Solomon, 
came from Ohio as far as Independence, 


Missouri, by rail, and there he employed * 


a Negro with an ox to bring Mrs. Yoder 
and children to Independence, where he 
joined them and accompanied them to 
Ohio. After the war, Solomon Yoder 
joined his family in Ohio and with them 
returned to Missouri, in 1865. In the 
same year the brother, C. P. Yoder and 
family of Ohio, and Jacob King and 
family of Michigan, moved to Cass 
County, locating south of East Lynne.! 

In the year 1866, the Abraham Yoder 
and Stephen Kauffman families of Michi- 
gan and David Sharp family of Illinois, 
and also Bishop Jacob C. Kenagy and 
family of Logan County, Ohio, established 
new homes in Cass County. Soon after 
3ishop Kenagy’s arrival he conducted 
preaching services in the home of C. P. 
Yoder. 

The Ruben Yoder and the John Kenagy 
families from Michigan, and the Isaac 
King family from Ohio, joined the fast- 
growing Amish Mennonite settlement in 
1867. The following spring the Solomon 
D. King family of Ohio, the Isaac M. 
Yoder family of Michigan, and J. K. Zook 
family of Pennsylvania, also established 
new homes in Cass County, locating near 
East Lynne. 

In the year 1868, Bishop Jacob C. 
Kenagy organized the Clearfork Church, 
and a building was erected on the C. P. 
Yoder farm with a cemetery adjoining. 
May 14, 1871, the first Sunday school was 
ordanized with David Sharp as superin- 
tendent and Jacob B. Schrock as secre- 
tary.3 


There had been a progressive Amish 
congregation organized from among such 
members of the Sycamore Amish congre- 
gation, Cass County, Missouri, as desired 
more liberty than was granted them by 
the old congregation. They invited Coff- 
man to hold meetings for them. He went, 
preached spiritual life, regeneration, and 
ordinances, and succeeded in regaining a 
congregation that was fast drifting into 
worldliness. During the eighties they 
organized themselves into Bethel Church 
and built a commodious house of worship 
near Garden City. 

The above-mentioned Amish congrega- 
tion referred to, was a following of 
Benjamin Eicher of Iowa. For some time 
the Clearfork church building was used 
alternately by the two congregations. 

In 1883, Bishop J. C. Kenagy, with his 
congregation, built a larger church known 
as Sycamore Grove congregation, three- 
fourths mile northeast of the Clearfork 
Church. 

Soon after this the pastor of the Pro- 
gressive Amish Church moved from Mis- 
souri, leaving the congregation without a 
pastor. It was at this time when J. S. 
Coffman was invited here. The result 
was such an awakening that gave the 
founding to the Bethel Church. 

The Bethel Church was organized by 
Bishop J. S. Coffman in 1886, with six 
teen charter members. The charter mem- 
bers are as follows: Mr. and Mrs. M. S. 
Zook, Mr. and Mrs. I. B. King, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. Plank, Mr. and Mrs. Isaac 
Greaser, Mr. and Mrs. Christian Kauff- 
man, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Shepp, Mr. 
J. C. King, Mrs. C. P. Yoder, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Saul Byler (all deceased). 

At this time the church had no resident 
minister. Bishop David Kauffman and 
Daniel Driver of Versailles, Morgan 
County, Missouri, filled the appointment 
of preaching services once each month. 
Sunday school was held each week with 
I. B. King as superintendent. 

The first year of the new congregation 
showed a great increase in members. The 
second year was begun with an enrolment 
of forty members. 

Due to the fact that it was no longer 
expedient for both congregations to use 
the same building, Clearfork Church, for 
a place of worship, it was decided to 
build a new building. Bro. I. B. King, 
C. Kauffman, and S. L. Byler were 
elected trustees before the building oi 
the new church. This same year, 1887, 
a tract of land was secured from C. L. 
Clark upon which to build the church. It 
is located two miles n.w. of Garden City. 

As early as 1898, Bethel Church began 
and developed systematic extension work. 
Bro. Ll. B. King was given charge of the 
Sunday-school work at Belton, Missouri. 
Appointments were also filled at Olathe, 
Kansas. At the Wallace schoolhouse ex- 
tension services were also held alternately 
with Sycamore Grove. For the past 
several years Sycamore and Bethel have 
been sponsoring services one Sunday 
afternoon each month at the county home. 

Bishop David Kauffman of Versailles, 
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Missouri, had bishop oversight of the 
congregation from the time it was organ- 
ized until the time of his death in August, 
1896. 

Bro. Daniel D., son of Bishop. David 
I\auffman, was ordained to the bishopric 
at conference time, September, 1896. From 
that time on, he had bishop oversight 
until Bro. J. C. Driver was ordained to 
the bishopric in the fall of 1912. Bro. 
Kauffman was a resident here during 
the school years from September, 1895, 
to June, 1897, after which time he made 
a point to spend some time with the 
congregation several times a year. 

Before a resident minister was located, 
the church was supplied by Bishop David 
Kauffman and co-worker Daniel F. Driver 
of Morgan County. 


Bro. L. J. Heatwole of Virginia moved 
here and took charge of the church as 
minister in 1890. He was ordained to the 
bishopric in 1892, the same day and place 
that Daniel Y. Hooley was ordained 
to the ministry by Bishop David Kauff- 
man. Because of his wife’s health Bro. 
Heatwole moved back to Virginia in 
1893. 

Bro. Daniel F. Yoder of Johnson 
County, Iowa, moved here in 1890, and 
served as minister for a period of four 
years. 

Bro. D. Y. Hooley was ordained to the 
ministry in 1892 and served the church, 
then he, with his family, moved to 
California where a colony of Mennonites 
had settled. 

3ro. A. D. Wenger of Virginia was 
ordained to the ministry in 1894 by Bishop 
David Kauffman and served the church 
until Bishop Daniel Kauffman became a 
resident at this place. 

3ro. J. B. Smith of Ohio was given a 
call by the church in 1898 and served the 
church as minister for two years. 

Bro. C. S. Hauder and family of Cul- 
lom, Illinois, moved here in 1899 and was 
minister until the time of his death in 
1909. 

Bro. J. E. Hartzler was ordained to the 
ministry September 4, 1905, as co-worker 
with Brother Hauder until he entered 
the evangelistic work. After the death 
of Bro. Hauder the church was without 
a minister. The way opened and the 
vacancy was supplied by Bro. W. E. 
Helmuth of Oklahoma, who with his 
family moved here in the fall of 1999, 
and has continued to serve the church as 
minister to the present time. 

In the spring of 1912, Bro. J. C. Driver 
and family of Larned, Kansas, moved here 
and was co-worker with Bro. Helmuth. 
He was ordained to the bishopric in fall 
of 1912 by Bishop Daniel D. Kauffman 
and has served in that capacity until the 
present time. 

In 1917, Bro. D. S. King and family 
of Tuleta, Texas, moved here and was 
active in the ministry until time of death 
in 1930. 

The first deacon was Bro. Eli Kauffman 
who was ordained in 1889. 

Bro. I. B. King was ordained to the 
office of deacon in 1893. 


-work of the 


3ro. E. W. Byler was ordained in the 
fall of 1907 and served the church until 
he moved to Kansas in 1910. 

Bro. J. B. Yoder was ordained June 26, 
1910, and has served the church until the 
present time (1935). 

1 Records of J. B. Yoder, deacon of 
Bethel congregation. 

2J. B. Schrock’s and I. G. Hartzler’s 
records, Sycamore congregation. 

3 Bishop I. G. Hartzler’s records. 

4M. S. Steiner, Life of J. S. Coffman, 
p. 43. 

> Mr. N. Shepp’s records. 

6 Church Record, p. 22, Jan. 8, 1898. 


Book Reviews 


The Story of the Amish in Civilian 
Public Service, edited by David Wagler 
and Roman Raber (no place, no pub- 
lisher) 1945. 140 pp. 

This 150-page paper-bound book was 
edited and compiled by David Wagler and 
Roman Raber, two Amish young men, 
while they were in Civilian Public Serv- 
ice Camp at Boonsboro, Maryland, in 
1945. In the Foreword their “aim and 
prayer is that this book will help to draw 
closer the ties connecting one to another 
and that each one may be strengthened 
in his faith and his trust in God.” 

In the introduction, [li J. Bontrager, a 
bishop of the Old Order Amish, who dur- 
ing the war kept in close contact with the 
Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee and the Civilian Public Service 
program, registers his concern for the 
young men of his group, who were at that 
time in CPS and also gives a brief evalu- 
ation of the CPS program. 

Pages 11 to 79 contain numerous ac 
counts by various men of incidents and 
experiences that seemed outstanding in 
their CPS life. David Wagler gives us a 
“Peep at Camp Life” in which he de 
scribes many of the numerous everyday 
experiences common to many of the men 
in various camps. Abraham Graber re- 
lates an account of the work of CPS boys 
from the Denison, Iowa, camp during the 
flood at Council Bluffs, lowa, in April, 
1943, while Amos K. Fisher tells about 
the flood along the Yellowstone River in 
Montana in March, 1943, in which he and 
others from the Terry, Montana, camp 
gave valuable aid in repairing damage to 
railroads in that valley. Henry S. Swartz- 
entruber tells “The Tale of Doris Dean,” 
a thrilling story of the search and rescue 
of a four-year-old girl lost in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains near the Grottoes, Vir- 
ginia, camp. Others tell of their experi- 
ences in detached service on a dairy farm, 
on lookout towers, in fighting forest fires, 
as a smoke jumper’s cook, in mental 
hospital wards, as human guinea pigs, on 
the Florida hookworm control project, 
and relief work in Puerto Rico. These 
sketches all combine to give one a gen 
eral view of the work done by con 
scientious objectors in Civilian Public 
Service. The reader can also feel their 


sinse of gratitude to God, to the govern- 
ment, and the various church groups who 
made it possible for them to do useful 
work instead of taking part in military 
service, which to these young Amish 
men, as well as to most conscientious ob- 
jectors, is contrary to the example an: 
teaching of Christ, and therefore a sin 
in which they can have no part. 

Following these sketches is a section 
entitled, “From the Papers,” consisting 
of quotations from various periodicals 
voicing opinions regarding Civilian Pub- 
lic Service and conscientious objectors, 
both pro and con. Most of these are re- 
printed from The Reporter. 

The remainder of the book, pp. 93 to 
140, consists of a directory of the Amish 
in Civilian Public Service. It is an 
attempt to list all the Old Order mish 
men who were in CPS giving their hom: 
address, their marital status, their fa 
thers’ names, the place of their induction, 
and all transfers from one camp to an- 
other. In the directory there is also a 
list of CPS camps operated by the his 
toric peace churches and some blank 
pages for notes, changes of address, ete. 

This book should be of special interest 
to all the Amish young men who were in 
CPS and may be read with interest and 
appreciation by many persons who were 
connected with the program. It might 
even be well for some of those who criti- 
cized the CPS program to read this book 
and note the sincerity and steadfastness of 
purpose that characterized these men. The 
directory is of special interest to some 
of the Amish boys and historians. The 
rest of the book may be read with profit 
by all. 

Milton Gascho. 


Goshen, Indiana. 


News and Notes 


\ recent request in the Gospel Herald 
of the Custodian of the Mennonite Church 
Archives for collections of church  bul- 
letins issued by Mennonite congregations 
during the past year has brought a praise- 
worthy response. An increasingly large 
number of Mennonite congregations are 
periodically submitting complete sets of 
bulletins to the Archives. 

Iritngs on Pennsylvania History is a 
555 page bibliography issued in 1946 by 
the Pennsylvania riistorical and Museum 
Commission of Harrisburg, Pa. It lists 
over 6,009 items on the history of Penn- 
sylvania andl is the joint work of many 
scholars over years of time. Over two 
pages of the bibliography are devoted to 
\.ennonite and Amish works. Writings 
on the various counties of the state are 
likewise listed and any Mennon‘te student 
or historian who is studying Pennsylvania 
backgrounds will benefit by having this 
practical and useful book on hand. Copies 
may be purchased from the Bureau of 
Publications, Harrisburg, Va. lHritings 
on Pennsylvania History 
our church school libraries. 


should be in 








